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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miller 
(5,681,108), 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Miller discloses an information analysis apparatus for a 
golfer's play comprising: a system program memory unit for storing a system program therein 
which drives a main processing unit (see data processor [125] of Fig. 1 and the related 
description thereof). Additionally, Miller discloses an input data storage unit for storing inputted 
data, such as golfer's personal information, golf course information, and environmental 
information and an input unit for inputting information on play to the input data storage unit (see 
input device [110] and output device [115] of Fig. 1 and the related description thereof). The 
information analysis apparatus also incorporates a main processing unit having a microprocessor 
for processing the data stored in the input data storage unit and the system program stored in the 
system program memory unit by using the power supplied from a supply unit (see col 2: In 48- 
col 3: In 24). It is also noted that, Miller's apparatus uses the power supply unit for supplying 
power that drives the respective apparatus (see data processor [125] of Fig. 1 and the related 
description thereof). It is also noted that Miller's device incorporates the ability to track the 
scoring information of the player throughout the game play of a round of golf (ie: score for each 
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hole) {see Fig. 7-8 and the related description thereof). Furthermore, Miller discloses a display 
unit for display the data processed in the main processing unit {see data processor [125], a 
speaker unit for outputting audio signals {see output device [115] of Fig. 3 and the related 
description thereof), and a communication unit for allowing the exchange of data with an 
external device {see Fig. Fig, 14 and the relate description thereof). 

Regarding claim 2, Miller discloses the power supply unit to comprise of a battery unit 
having at least one of a primary cell and a secondary cell since all batteries inherently are 
comprised of cells or storage spaces for power {see power device [120] of Fig. 1 and the related 
description thereof). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4, 9-10, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miller as applied to claims above, and Fischer (US 5,507,485) and further in view of 
Mengoli (US 6,514,081 Bl). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9-10, Miller teaches a information analysis apparatus for a 
golfer's play that includes a card input unit having a card for reading inputted information and 
then storing the read information in the storage unit {see col. 6: In 1-15). Additionally, Miller 
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teaches a golfing apparatus that incorporates an audio signal unit for recognizing audio signals 
and then storing the received signals in the storage unit (see Fig. 1 and the related description 
thereof) and an the input unit of the apparatus to comprise of a key input unit having buttons for 
directly receiving data and storing the received data in the storage unit (see input device [110] 
and output device [115] of Fig. 1 and the related description thereof). However, Miller is silent 
with respect to a sensor input unit having a sensor for sensing information on holes, a driving 
distance, a position of a ball, and temperature and storing the sensed information in the storage 
unit and the incorporation of a video signal input unit having a camera lens mounted in for 
receiving a golfer's actions as motion picture signals and then storing the received signals in the 
storage unit. 

In a related golf system patent, Fisher teaches of a sensor input unit for sensing 
information on holes, a driving distance, a position of a ball, and a temperature and storing the 
sensed information in the storage unit and incorporates a video display and then stores the video 
on the storage unit (see Fig. 5 and the related description thereof). One would be motivate to 
incorporate the features taught in Fisher in order to provide the golfer with useful information in 
deciding how to approach a stroke in a golf game. Therefore one would be motivated to 
incorporate the features of Fisher with that of Miller at the time the invention was made. 
However, the combination of Fisher and Miller are silent with respect to a video unit that 
incorporates a video signal input having a camera lens mounted in for receiving a golfer's 
actions as motion picture signals. 

In another golfing system patent, Mengoli teaches a video unit that incorporates a camera 
lens mounted in for receiving a golfer's actions as motion picture signal and storing the received 
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signals in a storage unit. Mengoli teaches that one would be motivated to incorporate such a 
feature into a golfing system in order to allow a player to visually analyze his/her swing motion 
and thereby improve their golf swing. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the features taught in Mengoli with 
that of Miller and Fisher. 

Regarding claim 4, Miller discloses a key input unit that comprises a direction key for 
moving a cursor in top, bottom, right and left directions and functional keys of setting, 
cancellation, and completion (see col 4: In 29-50). 

Claims 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller and 
Fischer (US 5,507,485) and Mengoli (US 6,514,081 Bl) as applied to claims above and 
further in view of Kuesters (US 6,113,504). 

Regarding claim 5, Miller teaches an information apparatus however is silent with respect 
to a sensor input unit comprises a probe sensor for sensing a special material, wherein the probe 
sensor uses signals sent from a ball made of the special material to locate the position of the ball 
and then stores the located position of the ball in the storage unit. 

In a related golfing patent, Kuesters teaches of a golf ball locator system. Keusters 
teaches of a special ball (ie: special material) that comprises of a transmitter (see Fig. 3 and the 
related description thereof), which is tracked by a portable tracking device (see col 3: In 20-col 
4: In 40). The sensors of the tracking device senses and stores the location of the golf ball on the 
displayed map so that the player may store the location and know exactly where the location of 
the ball is on the golf course (see Fig. 7 and the related description thereof). One would be 
motivated to incorporate this feature of the golf ball locator system into the information analysis 
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apparatus of Miller in order to help prevent a golfer from losing their ball. As is well known in 
the golfing art, a player is penalized strokes when a ball is lost and the system of Kuesters would 
greatly improve the chances a player has of finding his/her ball. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
golf ball-locating device of Kuesters with that of Miller. 

Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller 
(US 5,681,108) as applied to claims above, and further in view of Kuesters (US 6,113,504). 

Regarding claims 11-12, Miller teaches an information apparatus however is silent with 
respect to a sensor input unit comprises a probe sensor for sensing a special material, wherein the 
probe sensor uses signals sent from a ball made of the special material to locate the position of 
the ball and then stores the located position of the ball in the storage unit. 

In a related golfing patent, Kuesters teaches of a golf ball locator system. Keusters 
teaches of a special ball (ie: special material) that comprises of a transmitter (see Fig. 3 and the 
related description thereof), which is tracked by a portable tracking device (see col 3: In 20-col. 
4: In 40). The sensors of the tracking device senses and stores the location of the golf ball on the 
displayed map so that the player may store the location and know exactly where the location of 
the ball is on the golf course (see Fig. 7 and the related description thereof). One would be 
motivated to incorporate this feature of the golf ball locator system into the information analysis 
apparatus of Miller in order to help prevent a golfer from losing their ball. As is well known in 
the golfing art, a player is penalized strokes when a ball is lost and the system of Kuesters would 
greatly improve the chances a player has of finding his/her ball. Therefore it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
golf ball-locating device of Kuesters with that of Miller. 

Claims 6-7 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Miller as applied to claims above, and further in view of Barnard (US 6,456,938 Bl). 

Regarding claims 6-7 and 13-14, Miller teaches an information analysis apparatus that 
incorporates a main processing unit, a data storage unit and a display that is presented to the user. 
However is silent with respect to a input device that incorporates a touch screen. 

In a related golf system patent, Barnard teaches of a personal dGPS golf course 
cartographer, navigator and tutoring device. Barnard teaches of an information analysis 
apparatus wherein the display unit comprises a touch screen for receiving new data (see col 18: 
In 5 3 -col 19: In 13). Additionally, Barnard teaches of a communication system unit that 
comprises at least one of a USB port and an IrDA infrared port, an IEEE 13 94 connector and GPS 
communication rules for the exchange of data with the external device (see col 9: In 50-col 10: 
In 65). Furthermore, Barnard teaches a step wherein display on the input window on lie 
conditions, a distance and direction, until the putt is successful under s system program that 
operates an information analysis apparatus, and inputting data desired by the display unit through 
an input key, a touch screen or voice (see Figs. 1 7-20 and the related description thereof)). 
Barnard's system also allows for a step wherein the golfer is shown a suitable club, a shot 
direction, and a distance through characters and voice, when the information on the shots are 
input. One would be motivated to incorporate the features of a touch screen and GPS 
communications system in order to allow for an intuitive method of inputting instructions as well 
as providing accurate location sensing equipment into a device for tracking the progress made 



Application/Control Number: 10/747,660 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3714 

through a golf course. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the features touch screen and GPS system of 
Barnard with that of information golf information analysis apparatus device of Miller. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be direct to Ryan Hsu whose telephone number is (571)-272-7148, The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E Pezzuto can be reached at (571)-272-6996. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 1-866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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June 8, 2007 
/Scott Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



